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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
January 19, 1 976 p AJ . . . „ 
Date ... State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
2284811 
PRIME MINISTER IGNORES SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today accused the Prime Minister, Mr. Fraser of 
showing gross discourtesy to the people of South Australia. 
f Mr. Fraser is prepared to play party politics with the future of South ustralia by ignoring the elected Premier of a State and then giving the 
Leader of the Opposition information which has not been given to the elected 
State Government. 
f 
"The South Australian Government has not been able to get any information 
from Mr. Fraser concerning the forthcoming Premiers' Conference except a 
list of agenda items. 
"Information concerning the Conference which is normally given to South 
Australian Government officials by Federal Departments has not been made 
available, but now Mr. Fraser has invited Dr. Tonkin to Canberra to tell 
of matters concerning the South Australian Government, a Government for 
hich Dr. Tonkin is not responsible. 
"Although Mr. Fraser has been in office only a month, the trademark of his 
Government is clearly going to be political favouritism to political allies 
and obstruction of Labor Governments. Already the 'political deals behind 
closed doors' mentality has surfaced. 
"Over the last few weeks I have been very, concerned at the invitations to 
Canberra given' to the Liberal Premiers by Mr. Fraser. Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hamer 
and Sir Charles Court have all had talks with the Prime Minister and the 
new Government's policies have been outlined to them. But the Labor 
Government of South Australia has been told nothing, the people of South 
Australia have been ignored. Now Dr. Tonkin, a man with no executive 
responsibilities whatever, is to be given information not available to the 
Government of the State. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
"Even more disturbing are the reports that Mr. Fraser intends to allow 
Tonkin to be briefed by public service officials. 
"This is a disgraceful attempt to use the Federal Public Service for 
political ends. Even Premiers are not given the briefing Mr. Fraser 
reportedly intends to provide for Dr. Tonkin". 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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STATEMENT 
from the Premier 
January 19, 1976 
Date State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
228 4811 
PRIME MINISTER IGNORES SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The Premier, Mr. Dunstan, today accused the Prime Minister, Mr. Fraser of 
showing gross discourtesy to the people of 5outh Australia. 
4 Mr. Fraser is prepared to play party politics with the future of South ustralia by ignoring the elected Premier of a State and then giving the 
Leader of the Opposition information which has not been given to the elected 
State Government. 
f 
"The South Australian Government has not been able to get any information 
from Mr. Fraser concerning the forthcoming Premiers' Conference except a 
list of agenda items. 
"Information concerning the Conference which is normally given to South 
Australian Government officials by Federal Departments has not been made 
available, but now Mr. Fraser has invited Dr. Tonkin to Canberra to tell 
of matters concerning the South Australian Government, a Government for 
hich Dr. Tonkin is not responsible. 
"Although Mr. Fraser has been in office only a month, the trademark of his 
Government is clearly going to be political favouritism to political allies 
and obstruction of Labor Governments. Already the 'political deals behind 
closed doors' mentality has surfaced. 
"Over the last few weeks I have been very concerned at the invitations to 
Canberra given to the Liberal Premiers by Mr. Fraser. Mr. Lewis, Mr. Hamer 
and Sir Charles Court have all had talks with the Prime Minister and the 
new Government's policies have been outlined to them. But the Labor 
Government of South Australia has been told nothing, the people of 5outh 
Australia have been ignored. Now Dr. Tonkin, a man with no executive 
responsibilities whatever, is to be given information not available to the 
Government of the State. 
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"Even more disturbing are the reports that Mr. Fraser intends to allow Dr. 
Tonkin to pe briefed by public service officials. 
"This is a disgraceful attempt to use the Federal Public Service for 
political ends. Even Premiers are not given the briefing Mr. Fraser 
reportedly intends to provide for Dr .._Tonkin" 
t 
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